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Crazy Bird
Comedy Club

By Charlotte Levene

They say in London you are never more than
afew metres away from arat. In the noughties
the same was said for DJs. But in the nineties,
it was stand-up comedians. Hot off the heels
of the groundbreaking Young Ones, Ben Elton
and Victoria Wood (RIP you inspiring goddess
of humour, witty wordsmith genius), stand up
was having amoment. | was lucky enough
to see some great acts: Jo Brand and Mark
Thomas at the Comedy Store, Sean Hughes
In Crouch End, regular visits to Ivor Denbina’'s
Red Rose club, to name a few. In the noughties
I balanced my day job as a social worker with
helping out on the door of Falling Down With
Laughter comedy club, continuing to find
escapism in the comedy scene. Comedians got
in for free and it killed me not to demand that
they say something funny when they presented
themselves at the door. (Occasionally the urge
was irresistible). | got to see performances from
the brilliant Josie Long, Joe Wilkinson and even
Lenny Henry one evening.

In 2025, stand up is still thriving. The Crazy
Bird Comedy Club in Stroud is celebrating its
tenth year, and I met with Nick Bird, the man
behind the club tolearnmore....

Nick’s first foray into running a comedy night
was as a charity gig for his local cricket club. It
was a success. He developed a taste for it and
he wanted to continue. He has a full time job
as afire fighter so comedy became his hobby,
his light relief. His first Crazy Bird gig was at
Lansdown Hallin July 2015. Danny Posthill
headlined, a finalist in Britain’s Got Talent. Nick
wasn't sure how successful the club would
be and initially ran it every three months. The
club moved to the old Stroud Brewery, then
The Malthouse and since 2019 it has found
apermanent home at the new(ish) Stroud
Brewery. Gigs are every month (apart from
August) in addition to the occasional big show
that Nick puts on at The Sub Rooms. These
have included Arthur Smith, Reginald D Hunter,
Chris McCausland, The Scummy Mummies
and Simon Brodkin's last ever Lee Nelson show.

Nick says the balcony bar at Stroud Brewery
is a great space for the club and he feels very
at home there. It's a community focussed
venue and the staff are warm, friendly and
welcoming. There is a feeling of shared values.
Nick elaborates on the ethos of Crazy Bird.
Each night has four acts. There is always a
reputable big name headlining, who may have
been seen on Live At The Apollo or Mock The
Week amongst other TV shows. He will book
an opening act who he trusts from the UK and
International circuit and leaves the middle slot
for newer up and coming comics. One of the
mostimportant roles is the MC, whose main
jobis to warm the audience up, make them
feel comfortable. They like to ‘get to know’ the
audience normally by doing some ‘crowd work'.
Jon Pearson and Sully O'Sullivan are masters
of this art! He is dedicated to promoting up and
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coming artists who are beginning their careers,
with a commitment to supporting local acts
from Gloucestershire and Bristol.

Nick is sent hundreds of videos of
performers to watch every week and if they
don’'t make himlaughin the first thirty seconds,
he will move on. It's a competitive industry, but
his thoughtful approach has paid off. The club
sells out every month and Nick also runs a night
in Calne, Wiltshire and a new one about to open
in Cheltenham as well as curating a number of
line-ups for some local festivals.

Intenyears, only three acts have really
flopped on stage. So, animpossible question
really, what makes someone funny? “Comedy
is subjective,” says Nick. “Sixty per cent of the
audience will find one thing funny, with the
remaining preferring something else,” and it’s
Nick’s job to ensure that everyone leaves with a
smile on their face. “A good comic is confident
and relatable. | also really like surreal comedy.”

Nick grew up on The Young Ones and Vic
Reeves and Bob Mortimer. We discuss our
love for Bob on Would | Lie to You and agree
he is unmatchable. | tell him that | showed my
twelve year old The Young Ones and quickly
turned it off again, realising that maybe it was

inappropriate. (I have just looked up when it
initially aired. | was ten when | first watched it.
Gen X...it was a different era). Other favourites
of Nick are Samantha Day, who went to school
in Stroud, and Scott Bennett. “He’s the next
big thing, I've booked him three times. His
observational comedy is unbelievably good
andrelatable.”

Booking comediansisn't easy anditisn't
lucrative. Nick has to do it for the love of the
art. As|said, he has a pretty fullon job as a fire
fighter. There are big acts that Nick would love
to put on but sometimesiit’s just too costly.

But what if money was no object? Who would
perform at Nick’s fantasy comedy night. Who
would he like to bring to Stroud? “Nina Conti,
Sarah Pascoe, Greg Davies and Jim Jefferies,”
Nick tells me and | am sure that list could go on...
| ask him how we might be able to sell Stroud
to these bigger acts, how might we convince
them that they should come here. Nick is very
proud of the space he has created at Stroud
Brewery. He explains the importance of getting
the basics right. The sound and lighting are
really good. He ensures that every artist is
looked after and that they have a Green Room
where they can relax. Every comedian who
has played comes away telling people that it
is alovely venue to performin and that Stroud
crowds are warm and welcoming. Well, we do
try.

So, we have Nick’s dream comedy lineup.
What else would he like to do in Stroud?
Currently Crazy Bird s for over 18s only. He
would quite like to put on comedy for younger
audiences. Nick’s partner’s Silly Science shows
and Marcel Lucont’s Les Enfants Terrible are
both doing well so there’'s a market for making
youngsters laugh. Nick would also like to put
onanew act competition locally. Soif you are
bursting to share your funny stories with the
rest of Stroud, maybe you'll get your chance.

Nick also curates comedy line-ups for other
people ranging from charity nights, sports clubs
as well as school fundraisers so email him if you
are looking for help organising a comedy night:
crazybirdcomedy@gmail.com

The last two Crazy Bird Comedy Club shows
of 2025 will take place at Stroud Brewery
featuring headliner Paul Tonkinson with
support from Stephen Carlin on Thursday
6th November MC’ed by Rich Wilson and
Thursday 4th December features Joe Wells,
MC Matt Stellingwerf and headliner Mike Gunn.
Tickets cost £13.50 and are available from
stroudbrewery.com or drop Nick an email

to subscribe to the mailing list to receive the
monthly mail out that includes ticket links.

Charlotte Levene is aresting social worker and
active freelance writer living in Stroud.
@levenecharlotte





